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Re Item V. 



The following documents are referred to in this communication- 

D1 : EP 0 895 881 A (BPW BERGISCHE ACHSEN KG) 1 0 February 1 999 

D2: EP-A-1 153 775 (MERITOR LIGHT VEHICLE SYS LTD) 14 November 2001 



INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

Document D1 discloses (the references in parenthesis applying to this 
document): 

a vehicle (1 6) having a body (1) provided with at least one pair of wheels (4) on 
opposite sides of the vehicle, each wheel of the pair being mounted by means of a 
suspension (1 1) to the body of the vehicle, the suspension being so arranged as 
to be enabled by retraction means to retract its wheel upwards into a stowed 
position (figure 3 or 8), an anti-roll bar (10) being mounted so as to connect the 
suspensions on opposite sides of the vehicle, the anti-roll bar being further 
arranged to partially rotate from a first position in road mode to a second position 
in a retracted position. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from D1 in that the vehicle is specified to be 
of the amphibious type, the body then constituting the hull of the vehicle Since it 
is generally known to retract wheels in amphibious vehicles and there is no reason 
for the skilled person to doubt the suitability of the construction proposed by D1 for 
this purpose, it would be obvious to use the construction of D1 also in an 
amphibious vehicles, thus arriving at a vehicle according to claim 1 

^TpnT US A ,aC ^ ^ L nVentlVe St6P and d ° eS n0t meet the requirements of Article 
J3(3) PCT. A similar objection is raised on the basis of D2. 



DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-7 

Dependent claims 2-7 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 



4 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 8-15 

The combination of the features of dependent claims 8-15 are neither known from 
nor rendered obvious by, the available prior art. 
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